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     WASHINGTON, DC – Congressman John W. Olver (First District)      today sharply criticized the latest environmental rollback by the      Bush Administration – a proposal to weaken safeguards for America's      national forests. The Administration proposed new regulations for      the National Forest Management Act, the long-standing law that protects      our nation's 155 national forests.

     "There is no question our national forests will be harmed by this      proposal, which is probably why it was held back until the day before      Thanksgiving. The environment will lose, wildlife will lose and      the public will lose," said Olver. "The Administration is obviously      only listening to the timber industry on this one."

     The Administration's proposal will allow logging and other      commercial activities in national forests with much less study and      effort to mitigate the negative environmental impacts of those activities.      Specifically, the proposed regulations relax the National Environmental      Policy Act, the premier environmental law that requires federal      agencies to "look before they leap" and consider less      harmful alternatives when their actions impact the environment.

     Under the Bush proposal, a much less comprehensive assessment of      logging and development plans would be allowed in national forests      than the analysis that has been done in the past. In addition, the      Administration's proposed Forest Management Act regulations      demote ecological sustainability as a priority of the Forest Service      and eliminate scientific oversight of federal agency actions that      affect national forests.

     "These proposals actually eliminate protections for vital watersheds      that safeguard our drinking water," Olver said. "They      also undermine protections designed to secure the habitat for thousands      of species of wildlife." 

     The National Forest Management Act of 1976 governs management of      all 192 million acres of national forests and requires forest plans      for each of the 155 national forests and 22 national grasslands.      National forests harbor much of the nation's biological diversity      as they are home to more than 3,000 species of birds, mammals, reptiles,      fish and amphibians and more than 10,000 plant species, including      17% of federally endangered and threatened species and more than      2,000 species designated as "sensitive." National forests      have significantly more intact populations of rare species than      any other system of public lands in the U.S.

     "Our national forests belong to all Americans, not just the      Bush Administration's corporate supporters," added Olver.
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